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The new Ottawa Art Gallery, designed by KPMB, 
Toronto, with Barry Padolsky, Ottawa (2018), 
illustrates a form of  modern spolia, where historic 
materials from one site are relocated and reused 
at another. The Firestone Collection of  Canadian 
Art housed in the OAG was collected by O.J. and 
Isabel Firestone, and originally displayed in the 
Firestone House, itself  a fine example of  Modernist 
architecture (Sam Gitterman, 1960). The Firestones 
donated their collection and house to the province, 
however the house was eventually demolished in 
2007. With the new OAG including an expanded 
gallery for the Firestone collection, the house’s 
salvaged staircase has been incorporated in the 
design as a key feature, functioning both as a 
staircase in the main entrance and as a work of  art. 
Many design issues had to be overcome to complete 
the installation — as stairs are normally designed 
and engineered for a specific building and use. Other 
material characteristics of  the OAG’s new design 
evoke and pay homage to the house’s material 
memory.

The buildings and landscapes of  Parliament Hill 
were built with a wide range of  stones from both local 
quarries and imported sources. Our understanding 
of  the provenance of  the stones of Parliament serve 
to tell the stories of  these highly symbolic buildings 
and to locate sources for the repairs, replacements 
and additions that are a part of  conservation work. 
The East Block and Wellington Wall showcase the 
original range of  coloured lime- and sandstone from 
Ontario and New York State, which were a part of  a 
polychromatic Gothic Revival design, uniting all the 
buildings on the Hill. The first Parliament buildings 
were all roofed in coloured slates from Vermont, 
however these were eventually all replaced with the 
copper now associated with the Hill. The West Block 
stones were recently cleaned and repointed, likely 
establishing the future appearance of  stone on the 
Hill. Across Wellington, the building that houses the 
Prime Minister’s Office and Privy Council is made 
of  contrasting olive-shaded sandstone from New 
Brunswick. 
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Further west on Wellington, the Sir John A. 
MacDonald Building, formerly the Bank of  Montreal, 
was constructed in 1930 according to Ernest 
Barrott’s Beaux-Art/Art Deco architectural language, 
combining cut limestone with a steel structure. The 
Federal Government acquired the building in 2005, 
and carried out a major rehabilitation/addition for its 
adaptive reuse in 2015 (NORR and MTBA architects). 
This work included many examples of  material reuse, 
and the project was awarded 5 ‘Green Globes’ for 
these efforts to be sustainable. Materials reuse at 
multiple scales bridged the protection of  heritage 
with the avoidance of  the impacts of  both demolition 
and construction, reducing waste and landfill and the 
resources associated with new materials. In order 
to create the West side extension a smaller stone 
building was deconstructed; the reclaimed stone was 
then reused on site to repair the former bank’s West 
wall and create a seamless integration with the new 
construction. 

The Wellington Building began its life between 
1925-27 as the Metropolitan Life Insurance Building. 
The principal architect was D. Everett Waid. The 
more modernist East wing was added in 1959. The 
Federal Government has occupied it since 1970, 
serving various purposes. Between 2010 and 2016 
the building was rehabilitated (NORR with EVOQ 
architects), including removing asbestos, adding 
seismic reinforcement and replacing the roof. Copper 
removed from the roof  was used in the building’s 
new library as an acoustical feature. Up to ninety 
percent of  the construction waste removed from the 
building was reused, although not all of  it on site. 
The restored mosaic in the entryway features scenes 
of  a personified Metropolitan Life protecting the lives 
of  those the company insured. The steel and glass 
canopy over the Wellington Street entrance is a replica 
based on photographs of  the original removed in the 
1960s. 

Although not directly visible on the tour, the Library 
of Parliament is the last remaining section of  the 
original Centre Block completed in 1876, the rest of  
it having been destroyed in a fire in 1916. The Centre 
Block reconstruction was only able to make limited 
use of  the stones damaged by fire, but the original 
corner stone was re-laid in the new building that 
opened in 1922, using stones from related quarries. 
The Library was rehabilitated in 2002-06 (Ogilvie 
and Hogg (Ottawa), Desnoyers Mercure (Montreal), 
Spencer Higgins (Toronto) and Lundholm Associates 
(Toronto), during which time the copper of  the roof  
was replaced. 

The Canadian War Museum was completed in 
2005, to designs of  Moriyama & Teshima Architects, 
Toronto, with Griffiths Rankin Cook Architects, Ottawa. 
Its location in LeBreton Flats was a forerunner of  
new development in the area, namely the National 
Holocaust Monument, which opened in 2017. The 
rough concrete of  the museum’s exterior evokes 
wartime utility while the vegetated roof  contributes 
to the building’s environmental sustainability, 
forming a regenerative landscape that acknowledges 
the LeBreton Flats’ own history. The proximity and 
relationship to the historic Parliament Hill complex 
are acknowledged in the building’s construction; the 
large prow that rises towards the East is in line with 
the Peace Tower on Parliament Hill and clad in copper, 
Ottawa’s traditional roofing material. 

Copper also appears in the entry-hall of  the 
museum in a link to the Library of Parliament. A 
feature wall covered in copper reclaimed from the 
Library cutting through the Memorial Hall with 
its tombstone dedicated to the Unknown Soldier, 
illuminated once a year on November 11 at 11 o’clock, 

the armistice of  the First World War.

Texts compiled by Nansen Murray and Susan Ross
See wasteheritageresearch.wordpress.org for sources
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